
Unit: 2 

Grade Level: 9 
Unit Name: Building an Empire 1900-1929 
Pacing 6 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.AH.3.CC.A   Describe the causes and 
consequences of United States’ 
imperialism at home and abroad.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.3.G.A  Describe how the 
expansion of transportation and 
technological developments influenced 
acquisition of new territories. 
 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.1.EC.A Using a United States’ 
historical lens, analyze the opportunity 
costs and benefits of economic decisions 
on society as a whole as 
well as on individuals post c. 1870. 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
I will describe and analyze the various 
causes for American expansion at home 
and abroad. 
 
I will describe and analyze the various 
consequences due to American expansion 
at home and abroad. 

 
 
 
 

 
I will describe and analyze how 
transportation influenced acquisition of 
new territories.   
 
I will describe and analyze how new 
technology influenced acquisition of new 
territories. 
 
 
I will analyze opportunity costs and 
benefits of imperialism on Americans as 
well as the acquired territories and its 
people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.AH.1.G.C  Locate major cities of 
Missouri, the United States, and the world; 
states of the United States and key world 
nations; the world’s continents, and 
oceans; and major topographical features 
of the United States. 
 
9-12.AH.1.PC.A  Using a United States’ 
historical lens, describe how peoples’ 
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts 
they created.  
 
9-12.AH.1.CC.E  Analyze the causes and 
consequences of a specific problem in 
United States’ history post c. 1870 as well 
as the challenges and opportunities faced 
by those trying to address the problem.  
 
9-12.AH.1.G.C  Locate major cities of 
Missouri, the United States, and the world; 
states of the United States and key world 
nations; the world’s continents, and 
oceans; and major topographical features 
of the United States. 
 
9-12.AH.1.GS.A  Analyze laws, policies, 
and processes to determine how 
governmental systems affect individuals 
and groups in society in United States 
history c 1870-2010. 
 



 
9-12.AH.1.G.A  . Create and use maps and 
other graphic representations in order to 
explain relationships and reveal patterns or 
trends in United States’ history c. 1870-
2010. 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.3.CC.C  Evaluate the impact of 
U.S. participation in World War I and 
resulting peace efforts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.3.PC.B   
Analyze the changing relationship between 
individuals and their place in society 
including women, minorities, and children. 
 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.3.GS.A  Analyze how political 
developments and Constitutional 
amendments of the period altered the 
relationship between government and 
people. 
 
 

I will use maps to reveal patterns of 
American imperialism. 
 
I will use maps, diagrams and other 
graphics to analyze events of WWI. 
 
 
 
I will evaluate the impact of technological 
changes during WWI. 
 
I will analyze the changes in America 
during WWI. 
 
I will evaluate America’s new world role 
after WWI. 
 
 
 
 
I will analyze the changing roles and 
relationships of individuals in society  
during the Roaring Twenties. 
 
 
 
 
I will analyze Progressive Era reforms. 
  
I will analyze the 17th and 19th 
amendments to the Constitution. 
 
 

 
9-12.AH.3.GS.C  Analyze the changing 
social norms and conflicting mores which 
emerged during the first three decades of 
the twentieth century 
 
9-12.AH.2.GS.C   Analyze the expansion 
of political parties, interest groups and 
political machines to determine their effect 
on American government and policy. 
 
9-12.AH.3.GS.B   Describe the intended 
and unintended consequences of 
progressive reforms and government 
responses in the first three decades of the 
twentieth century. 
 
9-12.AH.3.PC.A   Explain the motivation 
for social and political reforms and their 
impact on the ability of individuals and 
groups to realize the promise of American 
ideals 
 
9-12.AH.3.CC.D  Evaluate the responses 
of American leaders to the challenges of 
this Period. 
 
9-12.AH.3.EC.A  Analyze emerging 
American involvement in world trade to 
determine its influence on foreign policy 
and government actions. 
 
9-12.AH.3.EC.B  Apply the economic 
concepts of natural resources, markets, 
supply and demand, labor, and capital to 
explain the costs and benefits of 
Imperialism. 
 



9-12.AH.3.EC.C Trace the changing 
relationship between government and 
business through economic regulation and 
deregulation. 
 
9-12.AH.3.CC.B  Evaluate the motivations 
for United States entry into WW I. 
 
9-12.AH.3.PC.C  Analyze the 
technological, artistic, intellectual, 
economic, and cultural changes of the first 
three decades of the 20 th century to 
determine their effects on individuals and 
groups.  
 
9-12.AH.3.PC.D  Assess the impact of 
WWI related events, on the formation of 
“patriotic” groups, pacifist organizations, 
and the struggles for and against racial 
equality, and diverging women’s roles in 
the United States. 
 
 
9-12.AH.3.GS.C  Analyze the changing 
social norms and conflicting mores which 
emerged during the first three decades of 
the twentieth century. 

Big Ideas: 
The US was set on a course to 
become a superpower by colonizing 
around the world.  At home, many 
were battling social, political and 
economic problems.  World War I 
started and America would never be 
the same. 

Essential Unit Questions: 
What was the importance of the 
Progressive Movement and its 
legacy? 
 
Why did America want to build an 
empire? 
 

Vocabulary: 
Progressive movement 
Muckraker 
17th Amendment 
Suffrage 
Square Deal 
Conservation  
NAACP 
Civil rights 
Prohibition 
19th Amendment 
16th Amendment 
Imperialism 



 
 
 

What impact did World War I have 
on Americans? 

Yellow journalism 
Treaty of Paris 
Platt Amendment 
Panama Canal 
Roosevelt Corollary 
Allies 
Central Powers 
Nationalism 
Trench warfare 
Lusitania 
Zimmerman Note 
Selective Service Act 
War Industries Board 
Propaganda 
Great Migration 
Fourteen Points 
Treaty of Versailles 
Adolf Hitler 
Isolationism 
Harlem Renaissance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


